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EVAN’S NOTES

| created Dreaming Climate Consciousness as a space for people, practicing artists and otherwise, to come together and

engage with the climate emergency through imagination, creativity, community, and dare | say, fun! | wanted to explore
how science fiction and speculative storytelling could function not just as genre frameworks, but as part of an activist
toolkit: modes of imagining the futures we fear, the futures we hope for, and how both will always and inevitably be
intertwined. | also wanted to create a safer space for the ecological grief that | see growing ever heavier in our culture, and
to help participants find moments of release through the simple, radical act of dreaming together. The ability to imagine

collectively, encouraged in spaces like this one, | believe must be part of how we navigate the uncertain futures ahead.

For this iteration of DCC, in collaboration with Downstage and ICAI, | want to extend a huge thank you to Ashay, Clare,
Camille, Miranda, and Cristhian for their boundless enthusiasm and deep well of creative curiosity throughout the
worldbuilding process. What they've created is vividly detailed, rich, and full of possibility. Building an entire speculative
world is no small feat, and the expertise, lived experience, and unique perspective each of these writers brought to this
process are what made this particular future so excitingly distinct. The four stories you'll encounter tonight are just a sliver

of the many narrative pathways this cohort has generated over the past six weeks.

My hope is that you leave tonight with a sense that the creative impulse is more accessible than it often seems to be, and
that these Kinds of imaginative experiments don't belong only to professional artists. With a little structure, some curiosity,
and a willingness to be vulnerable together, we can each practice dreaming up new possibilities for ourselves and our
communities. What you'll withess tonight is one example of how people can work together with compassion and
collaborative energy, all within a kind of creative jubilance, even when imagining a future shaped by uncertainty. | can't
emphasize enough that these practices are available to all of us. Thank you for being here to witness a little piece of what

can transpire when we make room to explore the possibilities of our future, together.
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MIRANDA MARTINI

Playwright

Miranda Martini is a multidisciplinary artist
with a sound-forward practice. Recent
sound design credits include “Static: A

Party Girl's Memoirs” (Inside Out and
Chromatic Theatre), “Beyond the Sea”
(Lunchbox Theatre), and “The Verdict”

(Vertigo Theatre). Her music direction and

dramaturgy credits include “I Don't Even

Miss You” (multiple productions), “Countries

Shaped Like Stars” (Lunchbox Theatre), and

“John Ware Reimagined” (multiple
productions). You can find her 2025
folk/R&B album, The Historian, on
Bandcamp and all major streaming
platforms, as well as on CD and vinyl at fine
record stores across Calgary. Miranda is
happiest when she's creating and thinking
about art in community with artists,
particularly other queer artists of colour.




CAMILLE PAVLENKO

Playwright

Camille (she/her) is a theatre and
literary artist who is passionate about
contributing to the arts ecology of
Alberta—which should definitely stay in
Canada. Her plays for children and adults
have been produced across the province
and her short fiction is forthcoming from
ROOM, FreeFall Magazine, and Alberta
Views, where she recently won the 2026
Short Fiction prize. Camille is a recent
graduate of the University of British
Columbia’s Creative Writing MFA
program and the current Playwright in
Residence at Quest Theatre. She is also
the artistic associate at Verb Theatre,
where she is especially honoured to lift
up the voices of local Queer and Trans
playwrights.




ASHAY VAIDYA

Playwright

Ashay (ashéllheld) Vaidya, MA, MBA, is
a first-generation lone migrant
Canadian, an award-winning literary
artist, and an experiential
experimentalist from Moh'kins'tsis
(Calgary). As a development specialist
and peer supporter, he connects with
community members to deconstruct
the contemporary meaning of self-
regard. As an artist, he explores the
quiet complexities of belonging and
empathy bleeding into social
responsibility. And as an individual, he
unravels emotionally nuanced
perspectives that hope to enlighten
the lives of instinctive healers.




CLARE PREVSS

Director

Clare is an award-winning multidisciplinary artist who
has worked with innovative creators across Canada
as well as in Germany, Lebanon, Switzerland,
Uganda and the USA.

Selected theatre directing credits include Botticelli in
the Fire, Men Express Their Feelings (Downstage, Hit &
Muyth), Peril in the Alps (Vertigo), The F Word (Purple
Tamarind), Liars at a Funeral (Alberta Theatre Projects,
Western Canada Theatre), Beautiful Man (Downstage,
Handsome Alice, Verb), A Poem for Rabia (Tarragon
Theatre co-directed with Donna-Michelle St. Bernardl),
A Dinner Party, Goodnight Desdemona (Good Morning
Juliet), Myth of the Ostrich (Whitehorse Guild),
Bystander (Gwaandak Theatre), White Girls in
Moccasins (Rhubarb Festival), CAKE (Bayimba
Festival, New Harlem Productions, Theatre Passe

Muraille), Tuesdays & Sundays (Sundown Theatre),
L'armoire des ombres (Le Monnot Theatre Beirut),
Salome’s Clothes (SummerWorks), among others.
Clare made her feature directorial debut with Do Us
Part, which premiered at the Calgary International
Film Festival in 2025 and recently directed the
allegorical short film Hunt/Peck, set for release in
2026. As an actor, she is known for playing Mathlete
Caroline Krafft in the original Mean Girls, among other
screen roles. Clare is the Artistic Director
of Downstage.




Javier is a Mexican-Canadian visual performance
creator, stage director, movement choreographer
and translator. He has collaborated with companies
such as Vertigo Theatre, Theatre Calgary, Sage
Theatre, Downstage, ATP, Lunchbox Theatre, The
Shakespeare Company, CYPT, Inside Out Theatre,
Jupiter Theatre, One Yellow Rabbit, Chromatic,
StoryBook Theatre, Calgary Opera, Guild Hall
(Whitehorse), Prairie Theatre Exchange (Winnipeg).
He is a five-time Betty Mitchell Award nominee,
winning once for Outstanding Director.

He co-founded the visual performance ensemble
8R0JO with which he has toured as far afield as
Mexico, Czechia, Sweden, France, Taiwan, UK, and
Iceland. Along with 8R0OJO, he was awarded the
‘Innovation in Performance’ award at the 2016
STOFF Festival in Stockholm, Sweden; and he was a
finalist for a 2021 Off West End Award in London, UK

: : ‘ for Outstanding Production. He has translated the
JA VI£R V’!A !TA texts 100 Love Poems and a Song of Despair’ by
Pablo Neruda and Federico Garcia Lorca’s ‘Rural
Director Trilogy', as well as musical theatre numbers for
events with Broadway Cares, 54 Below, Playbill
and the Broadway League.
IG: @javidirector




SNIZHANA BORA

Actor

Snizhana Bora is a Ukrainian-Canadian
professional actress, theatre and film director,
and acting coach based in Calgary.

In Canada, she has worked as an actress with
Quest Theatre, Handsome Alice Theatre, Inside
Out Theatre, and independent theatre artists
across Alberta, continuing her professional
performance career while developing original
theatrical and film productions.

She graduated from Kharkiv National University
of Arts and performed professionally at Kharkiv
Academic Drama Theatre (2016-2020). Her
international artistic experience includes
theatre projects and festivals in Ukraine,
Germany, and Poland.

Snizhana is the founder and director of Artis
Theatre and the founder of Artis Art Studio in
Calgary. With over 16 years of experience in
performing arts education, she brings
professional stage experience into her teaching,
inspiring children and adults to develop
creativity, confidence, and
authentic artistic expression.

She is a member of the National Union of
Theatre Artists of Ukraine.
















ADAM KOSTIVK

Lishting Designer

Adam Kostiuk (he/him) is a
local lighting designer,
production manager, and big
fan of Downstage. In the
interest of serving this work's
mission, he would like to

encourage you to donate time
or money to ecological causes
If possible. Some invaluable
organizations include: William
Watson Lodge, CPAWS, and
the Alberta Ecotrust
Foundation.







DOWNSTAGE STAFF

Artistic Director - Clare Preuss
Artistic Producer - Bianca Miranda
Production Manager &

Technical Director - Dylan Bauer



POWNSTAGE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Christine Armstrong - Treasurer
Larissa Coughlan - Secretary
Alysha Kanji - Chair
Alison Scott - Director

Brooklyn Sheppard - Vice Chair



IMMIGRANT COUNCIL FOR
ARTS AND INNOVATION STAFF

Founder & Executive Director - Toyin Olacdele
Program Coordinator - Smitha Varghese
Program Coordinator - Samantha Machan
Communications & Special Arts
Project Coordinator - Bukhtawar Malik

Admin Coordinator - Priya Badda



IMMIGRANT COUNCIL FOR ARTS AND
INNOVATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dee Adekugbe - Board Chair
Antonio Machado - Vice Chair
Celina Vides - Director
Bassem Hafez - Director
Bobby Yuan Yin - Director
Oluwakemi Obadero - Director
Sanja Lukac - Director
Justin Seiji Waddell - Director
Farah Kaleem - Director

Alex Kingcott - Director



POWNSTAGE PONORS

Jocelyn Adema, Christine Armstrong, Tara Beagan & Andy Moro, Elena Belyea, Wren Brian,
Christine Brubaker, Gerry Burger-Martindale, Burns, Heather Campbell, Anne Clarke, Cobb’s
Corn Maze, Laura Coffell, James Conley, Victoria Cramer, Sarah Culkin, Maryam Dashti,
Jennifer Delisle, Colleen Dickson, Karen Dingwall, Charlie Doyle, Sunny Drake, Kate Easton,
Meg Farhall, The Flanagan Foundation, Jeremy Fokkens, Megan Fox, Daniela Galindo, Sarah
Garton Stanley, Beth Graham, Grant, Danielle Griffin, Blythe Haynes, Alysha Kanji, Salimah
Kassam, Sonia Kee, Sam Kelley, Matt Knox, Kimberly Koch, Natasha Komery, Courtney
Lancaster, Shannon Lanigan, Mervin Leach, Sanja Lukac, Darwin Lyons, Rob Macaulay,
Frederick Mallett, Simon Mallett, Mary Marchinw, Maykel Matos, Jean McClure, Jon Mclnnis,
Shelby McNeilly, Jennifer Brewin & Arthur Milner, Keri Lee Mitchell, Janet Monteith,
Heather Moore, Rosemary Morrison, Alon Nashman, Pattie Neice, Danny Nguyen, Nickle
Family Foundation, Kristen Padayas, Camille Pavlenko, Erin Peplinski, Mike & Marg Perlette,
Brent Pickerl, Vanessa Porteous, Rosemary & Peter Preuss, Grahame Renyk, Natalie, Rewa,
Jenna Rodgers, Alex Sarian, Maureen Sheppard, Robert Simon, Alane Smith, David Smith,
Kathryn Smith, Smith Vanstokkom Foundation, Barbara Sontag, Bronwyn Steinberg, Lana
Sugarman, Kim Sutter, Lee Sutter, Leanna Brodie & Jovanni Sy, Mark Tewksbury, Alaina
Thursby, Emma Tibaldo, Ashley Towns Lewis, Pam Tzeng, Vectorworks, Jermyn Voon, Grace
Waschuk, The Wettstein Family Foundation, Everett Wilson, Bob and Wendy Whyte, Robb
Whyte, Everett Wilson, Richard Young, Karen Youngberg, Anonymous Donors x 6, a gift in
honour of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls, a gift in memory of Holly

Clark and a gift in memory of Michael Green.



UP NEXT AT DOWNSTAGE

i'

Motel Theatre, Werklund Centre | Mondays, 12-12:50pm ~ MORE INFO AT DOWNSTAGE.CA
Led by Linda Kee and Clare Preuss
Sessions are by donation with proceeds supporting Downstage

Stretch your body. Spark your imagination.




UP NEXT AT DO WNSIAGE

Motel Theatre, Werklund Centre | April 7-11, 2027 ~ MORE INFO & TICKETS AT DOWNSTAGE.CA
Co-Presentation with 8R0OJO and Downstage

Co-Created by Linda Warcdal and Gustav Lejelind

A Choreographic Manuscript. An Electronic Sound World. A Live Experiment.
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DOWNSTAGE SEASON RAFFLE]

Donate to Downstage and have 4 chances to WIN an amazing prize package

EACH PRIZE PACKAGE WORTH AN AVERAGE OF $350
Featuring original art by local creator, Leetia Lyons

<RECESS

@)

MetroPolish 17

NNNNNNNNNN

gabbls

~-BARBERSHOP-

o theatre:

:
;

;

;E.

|

PEACOCK - |
BOUTIGUE CONSIGNMENT /‘

|
r
e
i

.i‘i
.;

1 ticket for S5
5 tickets for S20
15 tickets for S50

LEARN MORE &
GET YOUR TICKETS HERE!
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